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Arion was constructed in 1965 at Pula , in Croatia , as “Istra” and became very 
popular and was converted to full time cruising at Trieste in 1969. Purchased by 
Arcalia Shipping, the ship was completely reconstructed in Lisbon . Her interiors 
were designed and decorated to create a subtle atmosphere of light blending 
into soft colours through its new public rooms and passengers cabins, 92 per of 
which are exterior. The 6000 gross tons Arion was extensively refurbished to 
offer its 320 passengers an intimate atmosphere on cruises carefully planned to 
provide a tasting experience to the most discerning travellers, its size making 
her particularly suited to cruise to the more areas visiting unspoiled, little 
crowded ports, rarely seen from today's mega liners. The Arion has Portuguese 
and other European officers and an international crew. Her size and 
characteristics makes her well appointed to operate destination cruises to 
unusual places away from the main cruising areas.�
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